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The latest numbers on the microchip shortage: Chip crisis stirs
again
Factories in China and North America have begun to encounter production problems with
chips again already this year.
LINDSAY CHAPPELL  

Factories in China and North America have begun to encounter production problems with
chips again already this year.

After a peaceful start to 2022, the global chip shortage is beginning to stir up new disruptions
at auto plants in Europe, North America and South America this week, according to data
from AutoForecast Solutions.

AFS projects that Ford Motor Co. will reduce production at plants in Oakville, Ontario, and
Flat Rock, Mich., for chip-related issues. AFS, a forecasting firm that has closely monitored
the chip supply crisis since it emerged early last year, estimates that more than 149,000
vehicles already have been trimmed from schedules globally this year.

Manufacturers managed to coast through the first production days of 2022 with little
disruption, according to AFS data.

The industry is now seasoned by a year of supply chain disappointments. The companies
are attempting to make more realistic production plans while adopting countless
workarounds on how to build cars and trucks without the ideal number of microchips.

Nonetheless, AFS forecasts that chip shortages will result in more than 832,000 vehicles cut
globally by the end of this year.
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 2022 YEAR TO DATE 2022 PROJECTED
Europe 70,800 331,000
South America 41,500 43,200
North America 36,900 186,000
China* 0 108,100
Rest of Asia* 0 156,600
Middle East/ Africa* 0 8,000
Total 149,200 832,800
*Unchanged from a week earlier


